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COLNE  VALLEY 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COITNCIL. 


Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 
Linthwalte. 


Gentlemen, 

Once  again  the  annual  report  is  presented  to  you  in  an 
abbreviated  form,  and  I hope  before  another  ^rear  or  so  has  passed 
that  the  i*ull  statistics  may  be  given  yearly.  The  work  required 
in  the  compilation  of  the  short  report  is  just  as  great  as  for  an 
ordinary  report  since  all  the  usual  statistical  tables  have  to  b© 
completed  and  arranged  for  the  various  wards.  /ill  these,  of 
course,  are  filed  for  future  reference  and  for  any  combined  reoort 
which  may  be  called  for  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  evacuees  are  still  with  us  and  have  entailed  the 
retention  of  the  same  staff,  who  have  worked  with  great  keeness 
and  thoroughness,  and  have  smoothed  over  many  difficulties  which 
have  arisen  of  which  the  solutions  were  not  given  in  any  circular. 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  are  still  v;orking 
under  pressure  and  with  the  multifarious  war  time  jobs  with  vmich 

they  are  still  saddled,  public  health  work  does  not  get  its  full 
share  of  attention.  However,  the  necessary  ¥/ork  has  been  done 
and  we  have  to  be  thankful  that  there  was  no  serious  epidemic  to 
further  impede  the  general  work.  I extend  my  best  thanks  to  the 
whole  staff  for  their  unflagging  and  tireless  support  during  the 
year. 

To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Coramittee  I 
tender  my  appreciation  of  their  interest  and  support  in  all 
matters  brought  before  them, 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.T.E.  Nai smith. 


GjjJTj^'O.  PROTISIOH  50R  EaAL'IH  t>EHVICli;S. 


As  in  previous  years. 


STATISTICS  AM)  SOCIAL  COITDITIOIIS. 

Area  (in  acres) .. 

Registrar-General's  estiiaate  of  resident 

population  raid  1944  

Number  of  inliabited  houses  (end  of  1944) 
according  tb  the  Rate  Books  • . • . • . . . 

Rateable  value  and  the  sum  represented 

by  a penny  rate £118,113  - £445 


16, OSS 
80,190 
7,587 


LIVE  BIR!mS. 

Legitimate  • . . • • • . . 

Illegitimate  . . . . * • 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  pop\ilation 


Total 

3^ 

IS 


M. 

165 

7 


F. 

159 

6 


16.69 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  . , • . 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 


Total 


13 

1 


li. 


1 


DRAIHS. 

Total  M.  F. 

869  lEI 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  resident  poj)ulatlon  • . . , • . . , 


39.60 


13.3 


DEATHS  E‘RCM  HJERPFRAL  CAUSES. Nil 

DEAIH  RA‘jZE  INF'ANTS  U1E)ER  OWE  YEAR  ^ AGE. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..35.60 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  36.78 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ..  .,  ..  ..  ..  ..38 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  V/hooping  Gough  (all  ages)  ••  Nil 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  8 years  of  age)  ..  ..  ..  1 


MAIN  GRCRIPS  OF  DEATHS. 


Cause 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Last  year 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

10 

17 

87 

38 

Heart  Diseases 

51 

86 

77 

80 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

5 

11 

7 

Bronchitis 

4 

7 

11 

10 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

5 

Diarrhoea  (under  8 years) 

1 

> 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Influenza 

.. 

» 

5 

Cancer 

15 

17 

38 

33 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

7 

3 

10 

3 

Non-pulmoneiry  tuberculosis 

4 

3 

7 

4 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

This  disease  ; 

not  only 

shows  an 

Increase  in  the  number  of 

new  cases  but  the  number  of  deaths  is  up  from  7 to  17.  The  new  cases 
were  38  in  number,  9 male  and  9 female  pulmonary  cases  and  8 male  and 
6 female  non-pulmonary  cases.  The  deaths  were  7 male  and  3 female 
pulmonary  and  4 male  and  3 female  non-pulmonary. 
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PREV/LLSNCE  OF  AI?D  CONTROL  OVER  BIFECTIQUS  Mm  OTE^'R  DISEASES . 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under 

School 

Over 

School 

age  . 

School 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

25 

49 

19 

23 

7 

Diphtheria 

- 

4 

4 

2 

- 

2 

Measles 

128 

95 

223 

106 

117 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

12 

25 

14 

11 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

1 

1 

Ochthalmia  Neonatorum  1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

11 

4 

15 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis: 

3 

5 

8 

• 

Pulmonary 

9 

9 

18 

Non- pulmonary 

8 

6 

14 

INFECTIOgs  DISEASE. 


Scarlet  fever  with  49  cases  showed  a very  welcoiiie  reduebion 
on  the  111  cases  of  the  previous  year.  Forty  eight  cases  were 
treated  at  the  hospital  and  one  at  home.  No  death  occurred. 

The  cases  were  fairly  evenly  dispersed  over  the  district  and 
quarterly  occurrences  were  B,  14  and  11.  Diphtheria  with 
4 cases  v/as  double  the  previous  year,  and  one  death  occurred, 
a child  of  2 years  and  io  months.  A fairly  heavy  outbreak  of 
measles  broke  out  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  223  cases 
being  recorded.  Whooping  Cough  dropped  to  very  small  proportions. 
Tuberculosis  with  32  new  cases  notified  compared  with  an  average 
of  26  over  the  previous  4 years.  Pnexjmonia  with  15  cases  ranks 
against  last  year’s  total  of  38  cases. 


SAIETARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  BE  AREA. 

V/ATIR  SUI-TLT. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  oarr^?-  out  any  chemical  or 
bacteriological  tests  during  the  year.  The  Council  decided  to 
terminate  the  old  Agreement  made  between  the  Golcar  U.D.C,  and 
the  Gvmers  of  the  Dunkirk  Reservoir  supply.  This  governed  the 
supply  to  12  houses  at  Haughs  Green  and  Slades  Road,  Golcar,  and 
which  had  become  very  unsatisfactory.  B^elve  statutory  notices 
were  issued  on  the  owners  to  provide  a sufficient  and  wholesome 
supply,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  9 had  been  complied  with. 

ThS  supply  to  the  Woods  Avenue  Estate,  Marsden  owned  by  the 
Council  came  under  notice  by  reason  of  a County  test  for  lead 
content.  Samples  tested  showed  l/2  and  5/7  grain  per  gallon  after 
standing  all  night  in  the  main  and  1/25  and  l/4  grain  after  half 
an  hour  in  the  main.  The  pH  value  v/as  4.7.  Messrs,  Richardson 
& laffe  carried  out  laboratory  experiments  and  advised  the  Coiincil 
to  have  the  water  brought  into  contact  ?/ith  limestone  shippings 
for  approximately  one  hour  before  entering  the  reserve  cistern. 

The  Council  have  given  instructions  for  runways  to  be  constructed 
to  give  effect  to  the  recommendation. 

There  has  been  no  shortage  during  the  year,  and  supplies 
generally  throughout  the  district  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  percentages  of  supply  at  the  end  pf  the  year  were  as 
follows:-  Huddersfield  Corporation  57.52,  Earl  Dartraouth  11.86, 
Private  supplies  15.34,  giving  a total  of  84.72  per  cent  of 
houses  vjith  a laid  on  supply.  The  balance  representing  15.28  of 
the  houses  have  to  carry  in  water  from  nearby  wells  and  springs. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEl^'JERAGE. 

No  extension  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAIviS, 


Nothing  to  report* 


CLOSET  ACCOl^lODATION* 

Tables  showing  the  Ward  position  have  been  prepared,  and 
filed,  but,  following  the  practice  obtaining  during  the  v;ar,  are 
omitted  from  the  report.  Four  privies  and  13  tubs  have  been 
replaced  by  water  closets,  and  8 additional  waterclosets  have 
been  provided  for  old  property.  No  new  houses  have  been  built. 
Twenty  subsidies  of  £3  each  have  been  paid  for  waterclosets 
provided  in  lieu  of  privies  or  tub  closets.  Many  more  conversions 
could  have  been  arranged  but  for  shortage  of  materials  and  labour. 

The  numbers  of  the  various  types  of  conveniences  serving 
the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  virere  as  follows:-  Privies  1047, 
Tub  Closets  466,  Waterclosets  4849,  and  Waste-waterclosets  71. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


This  work  has  been  carried  out  to  the  best  of  our  ability 
in  view  of  difficiilties  caused  by  ¥/ar  conditions,  and  no  serious 
complaints  have  been  received. 


SALVAGE. 

Activities  in  this  department  are  very  similar  to  previous 
years,  but  as  the  war  progresses  less  quantities  are  being  collected. 


SAI^TTARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  ^ AREA. 

NUI3ANC5S. 


The  number  of  nuisances  in  hand  at  the  end  of  1943  was  39 
and  these  with  86  reported  during  the  year  gave  a total  of  125 
for  abatement.  Of  this  number  85  ¥/ere  abated,  leaving  40  to 
carry  forward  unabated. 

As  stated  last  year  the  difficulty  In  dealing  with  these 
is  the  position  in  regard  to  material  and  labour  which  seems  to 
be  even  more  acute.  Ten  of  the  unabated  items  of  the  previous 
year  were  cleared  off  and  these  included  6 supplies  of  Corporation 
Water  to  houses  v/here  the  supply  had  been  condemned,  and  one  item 
of  the  provision  of  13  v/aterclosets  in  place  of  7 tub  closets. 
Included  in  the  nuisances  dealt  with  were  24  relating  to  defective 
drainage,  35  defective  sanitary  conveniences,  22  unwholesome 
water  supply,  and  1 verminous  house. 

Of  the  8 outstanding  statutory  notices  5 have  been  complied 
with.  Thirteen  statutory  notices  were  issued  during  the  year 
and  9 complied  with,  thus  leaving  7 outstanding.  Informal 
notices  number  20  and  all  were  complied  with. 
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FACTOKIi:^  im  BAKKIIOirsrS. 

Additions  and  deductions  in  the  register  during  the  year  leave 
the  totals  at  the  Slat  Deocsriber,  1944  as  foXlov/sj- 
152  "I’ower"  factories,  tJiid  53  ”flon  IPowr”  factories*  These 
rii^ures  include  14  and  6 **jPow6r^‘  and  Power'*  bakehouses 
reapootively*  Thor©  are  no  undergroimd  bakeliouses* 

The  concentration  of  the  woollen  industry?  has  affectcjd  a 
few  mills  in  the  diotriet*  7&ty  fev.?  breaciios  of  Factory  Act 
requirements  v/ere  reported  and  these  were  of  very  minor  iraportance 
and  were  rcaaediod. 


ABAT^^lPtHT* 

The  position  under  this  heading  has  not  been  capable  of 
improvement  durir^^  the  year,  as  derjands  on  the  woollen  Industry 
have  been  riaintained  whilst  the  quality  of  coal  has  further 
deteriorated*  The  Council  are  members  of  th©  \Hmt  Hiding  Hegional 
Smoke  Abatement  Gori-ilttee  and  have  In  fore©  a Byelaw  limiting  th© 
cardoslon  of  black  smoke  to  3 niautes  in  th©  half  hour* 


OFT^IiSIVi:  THADI^i* 

Two  buGlnoGoos  ar©  registered  under  this  heading,  on©  soap 
boiling  in  connection  with  a wool  scouring  business,  and  on©  gut 
scraping*  Both  are  carx'*i©d  on  in  a satisfactory  manner. 


;ihJJ  IOCS  D-BOroCTIOIi:  ACT* 

A BlrGctioa  dated  27* 3*44.  Issued  by  the  Director  of  Infestation 
Control  under  powers  conferred  by  th©  Defeaoe  (General)  Eegulatlons 
1939  and  the  Infestation  Order  1943,  S,R*  & 0.  6S0,  r©ca^i^ed  the 
Council  to  carry  out  baiting  and  poisoning  treatment  of  th©  sewers 
to  rrmedy  any  iM’estation  that  ndght  exist*  There  are  approximately 
670  manholGs  on  the  OoMniVs  seworog©  oystem,  and  3 weeks  were 
occupied  in  loosening  the  manhole  lids,  the  majority  of  which  had 
not  been  lifted  for  twenty?  years*  Tii©  first  treatment  was  omTimenced 
on  the  19th  June  and  the  second  treatmont  on  th©  6th  Itaember,  each 
taking  5 weeks  and  exiploying  two  ganf^s  of  m©ii‘v/ith  two  lorries  for 
transport*  The  results  as  eotinated  by  the  Teclmioal  Section  of 
the  ministry  of  "^ood  were  1335  klilod  In'  the  first  treatment  and 
106  in  the  second,  and  the  eampaigri  vms  conoidei'ed  successful. 

Several  minor  infestations  on  private  property  were  also  doalt  with. 
The  Sanitary  laspeGtor  doslgnatod  as  rcspoasiblo  officer  under  the 
Act  was  wholly  employed  on  this  v?ork  for"  three  months  of  the  year* 


niSIrPCTIQi:  ..13  SUPiHVISIOII  OF  130D* 

DAIRr  3 COlSTI-  i^* 

ThtU'e  are  80  registerod  cowkeopers  and  130  cowsheds  in  the 
district.  The  average  number  of  cows  kept  is  850.  Thirteen 
licences  for  the  production  of  Accredited  Milk  are  in  force,  no 
nervv  licences  have  been  issued  d\irln.g  the  year.  All  cowsheds 
have  been  inspected  and  the  cows  and  premises  were  found  to  be 
clean.  Minor  alterations  are  continually  being  carried  out  to 
coi/sheds  and  the  structural  conditions  on  the  v/hole  are  good. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AED  MEAT  SUPPLY, 

Slaughtering  for  this  area  is  still  carried  out  at  Huddersfield 
and  our  slaughterhouse  is  only  used  as  a distribution  centre,  except 
for  the  occasional  slaughtering  of  pigs  for  private  use,  under 
certificate. 


HOUSIM>. 


During  the  year  1944: , 55  inspections  have  been  made  under  the 
Housing  Act  1936  and  repairs  carried  out  to  30  houses  leaving  25 
houses  which  need  attention.  18  houses  left  over  from  1943  have 
been  repaired. 

The  Council  issued  Closing  Orders  respecting  5 houses.  No 
new  houses  have  been  erected  in  1944  for  occupation  by  Coiineil 
house  tenants  and  the  Council  has  given  close  attention  to  the 
provision  of  post  war  houses. 
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